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VFSAAA Annual Meeting Minutes

To:

VFSAAA

Date:

November 14th, 2025
From:
Mark E. Garman/Secretary

Re:

VFSAAA Annual Meeting Minutes

SECRETARY’S NOTE-BECAUSE THERE WAS ONLY ONE RECORDER IN USE DURING THE MEETING, THE SIZE OF THE VENUE, THE VOLUME OF THOSE SPEAKING, AND THE BACKGROUND NOISE, SOME COMMENTS COULD NOT BE HEARD. WHEN THIS OCCURRED IT IS NOTED IN THE MINUTES.
Executive Board:

President



Sam Shumate
 
1st Vice President


Andrea Feldman
2nd Vice President


Greg Locke
Treasurer



Heather Marshall
Secretary



Mark Garman

Sergeant-at-Arms


Marilyn Durham
Immediate Past President
Marc Hackett
ABSENT
Legal Consultant


Rick Conway

DFS Consultant


Jeff Dwyer
Regional Directors:

Northern Director


Zach King


 

Eastern Director 


Karyn Buhrman


 

Western Director


Robby Richardson


 

Central Director


Mike East
Committees:


Benson Committee

R. Brian O’Bier     

Audit Committee


Eric Deel

ABSENT

Nominating Committee

Alison Fox

Memorial Committee

Marilyn Durham
The meeting was called to order by President Shumate at 11:08 am.

A quorum was established by SGT-at-Arms Marilyn Durham.
President Shumate asked for moment of silence for all members who passed during the previous year.
Secretary’s Report: 

The Meeting Minutes from the June 27th, 2025, Board Meeting was presented to the membership by Mark Garman, Secretary. This was done by posting them on our website, www.vfsaaa.org. There were no questions or comments on the June 2025 Minutes. 
A motion was made to approve the June 2025 Board of Director’s Meeting Minutes. A second was also made. The motion passed unanimously. There were no abstentions, objections, or dissenting votes.
Treasurer’s Report:
The Treasurer’s Report below was presented by Heather Marshall, Treasurer.
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Treasurer's Report June 27, 2025, through August 31, 2025

	Heather Marshall, Treasurer



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Previous Available Balance: from Treasurer's Report June 26, 2025
	
	$ 13,567.55

	Expenditures

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6/27/25
	CC
	State Corporation Commission 
	    $ 25.00
	

	6/30/25
	CC
	Jason’s Deli (Board Meeting)
	    $ 191.30
	

	7/9/25
	CC
	Delta Hotels (2026 Conference 1st Deposit)
	  $ 2500.00
	

	8/20/25
	CC
	Delta Hotels (Final 2025 conference payment)
	 $4,060.00
	

	8/22/25
	CC
	Crown Trophy (2025 conference awards)
	$ 190.20
	

	8/25/25
	CC
	Printing Wright (2025 conference shirts)
	    $1,115.12
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Total Debits
	
	-$ 8,081.62

	
	
	
	
	
	Balance (after debits)
	
	$ 5,485.93 

	Income

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7/10/25
	Deposit
	  $ 2,946.00
	

	7/29/25
	Deposit
	    $ 600.00
	

	8/4/25
	Deposit (PayPal transfer) 
	    $ 7,250.00
	

	8/9/25
	Deposit (PayPal transfer)
	    $ 1,250.00
	

	8/22/25
	Deposit
	    $ 2,850.00
	

	8/25/25
	Deposit (PayPal transfer)
	    $1,000.00
	

	8/31/25
	Deposit (PayPal transfer)
	    $2,000.00
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Total Deposits
	
	$ 17,896.00

	
	
	
	
	
	Balance (after deposits)
	
	
	$ 23,381.93 

	Legacy Fund (114th)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$2,202.79

	Benson 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$ 273.48

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	          


  




CD Balance        




 $ 6,945.31




Total Funds



                $ 27,850.97
Heather advised that our old CD was cashed out, and the money transferred into a new CD at a much better rate.

Mark Garman told Heather that he had approximately $5000.00 that he needed to transfer to Heather. This money was from sales, dues, registration fees, Social fees, and the raffle.  

A motion was made to approve the September 2025 Treasurer’s Report. A second was also made. The motion passed unanimously. There were no abstentions, objections, or dissenting votes.
Old Business:

There was no old business.
New Business:

VFSA Class Recognition:
Jeff Dwyer recognized the new graduates from the 113th, 114th, and 115th sessions.


113th:
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114th:
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115th:
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Albemarle County Police Department
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University of Virginia Police Department





Committees:
Audit Committee: 
President Shumate reported that he received the Annual Audit Report from Eric Deel, Alumni member/VSP. The report is attached below.  
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Re: VFSARA 2024/2025 Audit

On Thursday August 21, 2025, 3n audit of the financial records and the legacy fund for the
Virginia Forensic Science Academy Alumni Association (VFSAAA) was conducted by members
Heather Marshall and Eric Deel, Treasurer, Heather Marshall, presented records from
September 5, 2024 through August 21, 2025 forreview. Al financialrecords were found to be.
in order and accurate.
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Bylaws Committee:  

Rick Conway, Legal Consultant, reported to the membership that there were no suggested changes to our Bylaws, and no action was needed.
Membership Ethics Committee: 

Rick Conway, Legal Consultant, reported to the membership that there were no new Membership/Ethics issues over the past year and nothing to be addressed.
Sales Committee: 









Greg Locke, 2nd Vice President and Committee Chairperson, reported that sales went well during Retraining. He said that restocking of items would be done before Retraining 2026. Greg said that after some difficulties with the ordering of the VFSA Challenge Coin the process was completed, and coins would be in stock in the Fall of 2025.
Greg reminded the membership of the Sales Page on our website, www.vfsaaa.org , where various items can be ordered directly from Shenandoah Awards. 

Benson Fund: 
Brian O’Bier, Committee Chairperson, indicated that the current balance for the Benson Fund was approximately $500.00. He said that six $400.00 scholarships were given out this year. 
He said that the current IRS issues are close to being resolved.
Brain also advised that he will be resigning as the President of the Benson Fund. The new president will be Detective Derek Richards of the Lancasters County Sheriff’s Office.
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The Dr. Paul Ferrara Member of the Year Award: 
The Dr. Paul Ferrara Member of the Year Award(s) were given out on Wednesday morning of the Seminar.  The winners were.
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Master Detective David Wood Stafford County Sheriff Office 
with LT Marilyn Durham, Powhatan County Sheriff's Office
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Special Agent Alison Fox, NCISRA, Yorktown, VA

with LT Marilyn Durham. Powhatan County Sheriff's Office

Memorial Table for Retraining: 

Marilyn Durham, SGT-at-Arms and Committee Chairperson, reported that four members passed during the previous year. She asked the membership to check the Memorial Table. She also said that she is still looking for photographs of deceased members.
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Memorial Table at 2025 Retraining.
Website: 

Mark Garman, Secretary, reported that our website, www.vfsaaa.org was up to date and is constantly a work in progress. He asked members to check the site and forward any suggestion or corrections.
PayPal: 

Mark Garman, Secretary, reported that PayPal continues to work well for the Association. It is also a work in progress and will continue to grow. 

Retraining Exploration Committee:  


President Shumate reported that the contract for having the 2026 Retraining Seminar at the Delta has already been signed. 

Retraining:

Jeff Dwyer, DFS Consultant, stated that a big part of the success of the educational portion of Retraining was that multiple graduates stepped up and volunteered to give presentations. He emphasized the importance of this towards keeping future Retraining Seminars successful.
Raffle Committee: 
Robby Richardson, Western Director and Committee Chairperson, reported that raffle tickets were still available and would be sold up to the drawings at the Social.
Vendor: 
Mike East, Central Director and Committee Chairperson, reported there were six vendors at Retraining this year, He asked for members to thank them for being there, particularly Evident Crime Scene Products who make a yearly donation for Retraining. Mike also mentioned that Strohman Enterprises and Foray were not in attendance but provided donations.
There was brief discussion on how to have more vendors and how many more vendors would fit in the Vendor Room.

Information on the vendors who were at Retraining in 2025 will be posted on our website, www.vfsaaa.org.Those vendors were, Evident Crime Scene Products, Foster+ Freeman, Arrowhead Forensics, Trancite Logic Systems, Southern Police Equipment, and Spacesaver Storage Solutions. 
Dan Grinnan Fall Classic Golf Outing: Karyn Buhrman
Karyn Buhrman, Eastern Director and Committee Chairperson, said the event went well. Below is a group photo from the 2025 outing.
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Social Committee:

Zack King, Northern Director and Committee Chairperson, reported that the Social was all set. He said that several tickets were still available. 

Novelty T/shirt:Karyn Buhrman, Eastern Director and Committee Chairperson, said that there were a few novelty T/shirts to purchase. 

Hospitality Night: 

Karyn Burhman, Eastern Director and Committee Chairperson, said the event went well. 

Nominating Committee: 
          Alison Fox, Nominating Committee Chairperson, presented the slate below for the 2025-2026 Executive Board and Board of Directors. 
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August 1%, 2025

Sam Shumate, President
Virginia Forensic Science Academy Alumni Association
700 N. Fifth Street.

Richmond VA, 23219

Dear Sam,

s Chairman of the Nomination Committee and the Honorary Nomination Committee for the Board of
Directors, T respectfull submitthe following names to you and the members of the Virginia Forensic Science
‘Academy Alumni Assoiation fo the 2025-2026 Board of Directors for consideration n the annua election at
the Annual Membership Meeting to be held on September 4th, 2025, in Virgnia Beach, VA-

Executive Board:

. President ‘Andrea Feldman

. 15t Vice President Robby Richardson
. 2nd Vice President Greg Locke

. Treasurer Heather Marshal
. secretary Hark Garman

. Sergeant-at-Ams. Marilyn Durham

Regional Directors:

« Zackking Northern Director
Karyn Buhrman Eastem Director

. open Western Director

o MikeEast Central Diector

Honorary Membership:
T have not received any nominations for Honorary Hembership to the Alumni Assaciation.

Sincerely,

Alison Fox, Nomination Committee Chairperson
NCIS, 857 Session




There was a nomination for Jusin Rothgeb to serve as the Western Director. There were no other nominations from the membership for any other positions.

There was a Motion to accept the slate for the 2025-2026 Board of Directors, including Jusin Rothgeb. A second was also made. The motion passed by unanimous oral vote. There were no abstentions, objections, or dissenting votes.

The 2025-2026 Board of Directors was sworn in by Jeff Dwyer.
President Feldman asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. A second was also made. The motion passed unanimously. There were no abstentions, objections, or dissenting votes. 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 11:40 AM.

The next meeting of the VFSAAA will be a Board Meeting scheduled for November 14th, 2025, at approximately 11:30 AM after the graduation exercises of the 116th Session of the VFSA.
Mark Garman, Secretary   ___________________________________
These Minutes were approved by the Board of Directors at the November 14th, 2025, Board Meeting.
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